
50th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

April 18, 2019 



A SINCERE THANK YOU 
TO OUR SPONSORS    



THANK YOU TO OUR 
MEMBERS AND PARTNERS



On Tuesday April 22,1969 Valley Forward Association 
was born from a joint meeting of these two companies:  

• Central Phoenix Progress Association
• Valley Beautiful Citizens Council 

1969



History of Leadership

Frank Bosh
Executive Director
1969 - 1975

Dan Devers 
Executive Director 
1976 - 1987

Barbara Crowell
Executive Director
1988 – 1990

Diane Brossart 
Executive Director 
1991 - 2017

Lori Singleton
Executive Director 
2018 - Present



Milestone Anniversaries



The early years sparked 
community involvement.1969



Arizona Forward supports a no 
smog campaign. 

1969



Arizona Forward drafts legislation to 
create the Rio Salado Development 
District.

1969



1970s Arizona Forward headlines 
through the decade.



1970
Arizona Forward supports the 
concept of the Central Phoenix 
Plan to sustain the “Central 
Corridor.”



1972
The Rio Salado project takes off and 
becomes a feature in the Arizona 
Forward annual report. 



1973
Arizona Forward spearheaded the 
Government Mall project to guide 
future development in Phoenix.



1973 Shirley Singer, Arizona Forward 
Board member, is honored.

“As a board member of Valley Forward 
Association, she organized and planned 
the Award program. Whose purpose is to 
recognize places or projects conceived and 
executed to enrich the daily experience of 
every citizen. A leading force behind Valley 
Forward, she is currently coordinating 
Valley Forward into the coming Bi-
Centennial Celebration.”



1974
Arizona Forward supports 
valleywide Project Pool It for car 
and van pooling.



1976
Arizona Forward created the Rio 
Salado Steering Committee 
spearheaded by James Elmore, 
Chairman of the committee and 
the ‘Father of Rio Salado.’



1979 Arizona Forward promotes responsible 
growth in the Valley.



Arizona Forward joined  City of 
Phoenix officials to dissuade 
Governor Bruce Babbitt from 
constructing a state office building 
outside the mall area.

1979



Arizona Forward initiated the 
Environmental Excellence Awards 
program.

1981



The Rio Salado Project continues to gain 
momentum in the Valley due to Arizona 
Forward’s advocacy. 1984



1984
Arizona Forward president, 
James E. Patrick writes a 
$34,000 check for 
Rio Salado. 



1986
Arizona Forward participated in 
creating a five-year action plan for 
building as many miles of freeway as 
possible. It was named the largest 
effort to expand Arizona highways. 



Although the activities of Valley Forward are numerous,
we intended to change the emphasis in two areas:
1. A 24-month plan to be developed which will 

emphasize action and achievable programs within 
this time frame.

2. Special “Super Goals” to be stressed. 
Valley Forward developed and implemented programs
for 1986 that include four gigantic challenges. Although
each of these programs were not completed, our
challenge was to start the process. The focus was on
specific issues while keeping an eye on general issues. In
essence:

“THINK BIG - THINK SMALL”

Arizona Forward developed a 
preamble consisting of specific areas 
of interest - in return gave the slogan:

“THINK BIG – THINK SMALL”

1986



Arizona Forward continues to form solid 
partnerships with prominent Valley 
corporations.

1987



Arizona Forward supported the 
unsuccessful ValTrans proposition 
for elevated high-speed rail.

1989



Arizona Forward initiated the 
Great Salt River Clean-up, 
Arizona’s largest volunteer 
effort involving thousands of 
residents.

1993



1993
Arizona Forward advocated for 
limiting emissions from mobile 
sources through implementation 
of vehicle emissions testing. 



Arizona Forward published the 
first Urban Form Report Card.

1993



Arizona Forward’s 25th Anniversary1994



Arizona Forward supported 
the sales tax initiatives for 
freeways and transit.

1995



1996
Arizona Forward’s EarthFest 
Event –
Arizona’s Official Earth Day 
celebration.



1996
Arizona Forward’s inaugural 
EarthFest Event 



Arizona Forward continues the 
Rio Salado project with participation of the 
City of Phoenix Beyond the Banks initiative. 1998



1999
Arizona Forward continues its 
advocacy for open spaces 
including Phoenix Parks and 
Preserve. 



Eldon Kramer received aware from 
Arizona Forward for his long-term 
service. 

2000



Arizona Forward supported the 
Transit 2000 Regional 
Transportation Plan for Phoenix. 

2000



2000
Arizona Forward began 
advocacy for Light Rail transit 
in the Valley.



Arizona Forward created Friends of 
the West Valley Recreation Corridor 
with Westmarc.

2001



2001
Arizona Forward supported the 
recommendation of Governor Jane 
Dee Hull’s Water Management 
Commission.



Arizona Forward holds forum on 
electric utility deregulation. 2001



Arizona Forward published 
“Redeveloping Brownfields- A 
How To Handbook”

2003



Arizona Forward provided input to the 
Maricopa Association of Governments TPC 
on a regional transportation plan for the 
Valley.

2003



2004 Arizona Forward Celebrates 35 
Years



2004 Erin Brockovich attends Arizona 
Forward’s 35th Annual Luncheon



Arizona Forward supported an 
initiative to extend the half-cent 
sales tax for transportation.2004



Arizona Forward published 
“Making the Grade: 
The Valley’s 2004 Environmental 
Report Card.”

2004



Arizona Forward’s EarthFest
Education Grant for K-12 Teachers 
for funding to support 
environmental projects in their 
classroom was announced. 

2005



The Grand Opening of the Phoenix 
Rio Salado2005



2006 Building Healthy, Sustainable 
Communities



Arizona Forward partnered with 
ASU to sponsor Al Gore’s live 
presentation of 
“An Inconvenient Truth.”

2007



Arizona Forward’s focus was 
on livability with climate 
change.  

2007



Arizona Forward launched an 
interactive website and printed 
100,000 passports to promote 
the Valley’s Pedestrian Freeway.

2007



Arizona Forward presents an award 
for environmental excellence to the 
City of Phoenix mayor and council.2007



Arizona Forward published the 
second edition of “Making the Grade: 
The Valley’s 2008 Environmental 
Report Card.”

2008



Arizona Forward commemorated 
40 years of environmental 
advocacy in our region - planted 
40 trees in downtown Phoenix 
with Mayor Phil Gordon and other 
project partners.

2009



Arizona Forward 40th 
Anniversary  2009



Governor Brewer supports 
environmental efforts in Arizona.

2009



Arizona Forward adopts the 19th and 
Montebello Light Rail station.2009



Arizona Forward recruited 
12 Valley mayors to sign a 
proclamation initiated by Arizona 
Forward and the U.S. Green 
Building Council, Arizona Chapter 
in support of green schools. 

2010



Arizona Forward newly formed 
energy committee supports solar 
adoption for Arizona. 

2010



Arizona Forward celebrates 
environmental excellence with Mayor 
Campana and Mayor Hallman. 2010



Professor Ellin transitioned the 
Canalscape project from ASU to 
Arizona Forward. 

2010



Arizona Forward hosts forum on 
sustainable land use and growth. 2010



Past Chair of the Board Breakfast 2010



Arizona Forward produced and 
distributed two primers focused 
on energy and parks.

2011



Arizona Forward advocated for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
by sending support letters to 
President Barack Obama and 
Arizona’s Congressional delegation.

2011



Past Chair of the Board Breakfast 2011



42nd Annual Luncheon2011



City of Phoenix Mayor Stanton emphasizing 
the importance of sustainability efforts.2011



Arizona Forward released a 
statewide primer on 
transportation issues to drive 
Arizona’s economy.

2012



Arizona Forward supported a 
successful State Trust Land Reform 
measure on the November ballet 
and opposed a fail state sovereignty 
initiative. 

2012



Arizona Forward 
co-presented State Parks Day at the 
Legislature and held a press 
conference about funding 
challenges facing Arizona’s parks.

2012



Arizona Forward officially 
transitioned to a statewide 
organization and began 
operations as Arizona Forward. 

2013



Nina Mason Pulliam provides grant 
for statewide expansion. 2013



2013 Arizona Forward supports the green 
out for the Phoenix Open. 



Arizona Forward started offering 
internships to state university students 
interested in sustainability for Arizona.2014



Arizona Forward published 
“Valuing Arizona’s Water: The cost 
of service and the price you pay.”

2014



2014 Arizona Forward launches into space 
with NASA at annual luncheon.



Arizona Forward brought a 
delegation of business leaders to 
Washington D.C. to meet with 
members of congress and 
demonstrate support for the I-11 
International Corridor. 

2014



Arizona Forward produces and 
publishes a Healthy Forest Primer.2015



Arizona Forward participates in the City of 
Phoenix Grand Canalscape project’s $10.3 
million TIGER grant.2015



Arizona Forward supports the City of 
Scottsdale canal transformation into a 
social hub and economic driver.2015



Arizona Forward expands the 
Environmental Excellence 
Awards to include statewide 
entries. 

2015



Members of Congress, Pelosi and 
Gallego, support the Arizona 
Grand Canalscape project as a 
placemaker for gathering, 
recreation and connectivity.   

2015



Arizona Forward supports Stand Up 4 
Transportation to enhance quality of life 
for Arizona.

2015



2016
Arizona Forward places a strong 
effort to preserve, restore and 
strategically manage Arizona’s 
precious rivers. 



Intel, ASU and HDR share their insight 
for sustainability.2017



Liberty Wildlife receives Arizona 
Forward’s President’s Award. 2017



2018
Arizona Forward initiates the 
Emerging Leaders program.  



Arizona’s first Statewide Sustainability 
Summit hosted by Arizona Forward.2018



Arizona Forward introduces 
Sustainability Sippin & Social 
Series.

2018



Arizona Forward hosts 
Autonomous Vehicle Forum.

2018



Arizona Forward hosts  breakfast 
to educate members on the Lower 
Basin Drought Contingency Plan.

2019



Arizona Forward emerging Leaders visit 
Intel and APS.2019



Lower Salt River Restoration volunteer 
program in partnership with the 
National Forest Foundation.  2019



Arizona Forward hosts its first forum to 
hear mayoral and Districts 5 and 8 
candidates sustainability issues.2019



The Evolution of Our Brand

1970s 1980s 1990s

2000s 2013 - Present
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